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Art 
 
Approach to the new National Curriculum: 
 
Art, craft and design may be considered to embody some of the highest forms of human creativity.  We aim 
to engage, inspire and challenge our students to develop thinking skills and have an open experimental 
approach or provide inventive solutions, which may be transferable across a range of situations.  Students 
learn to evaluate their own work and that of others in order to become equipped to understand and analyse 
the images and contemporary media in our own and other cultures.  We aim to provide a broad and balanced 
experience of skills and knowledge of Art throughout the key stage.  Although the Art Curriculum is based 
on the new National Curriculum for Art, we have created our own programmes of study and topics adapted 
to suit the interests, needs and aptitudes of the students at this school. 
 
Year 7 Students work on a set project based on a landscape in order to understand the concept of 
foreground, middle ground and background in a picture, they learn to depict  space by use of overlap, scale, 
design and perspective of colour.  Skills of research, drawing skills and revision of colour theory and our 
expectations of students with regard to homework are related to this.  Students learn to use the Internet and 
Google for research for the theme.  Another topic uses vector based drawing programmes to develop the 
skills needed for design.  Photo shop image manipulation skills are introduced to assist in conceptualising 
the progression of idea in Art.  Mark making and using water based paints to work in the style of 
contemporary abstract artists developing skill in working with paint and working into an image with 
subsequent layers gives greater understanding of the way images are created.  Direct observation and 
recording of shape proportion and form is a major part of the second term and these skills are examined later 
in the year.  We have our own kiln, and traditional skills in hand building in clay from KS2 are 
reinforced.  Water based media such as poster paint, watercolour and pen and ink work are 
explored and linked to a variety of contemporary practitioners. 
 
Year 8 Students continue to work within theme based projects.  These are designed to ensure progression of 
both skill and complexity of ideas.  The introduction of increased choice of medium and subject within the 
theme is particularly well received and exploited by the more able students while more directed support is 
offered to those who are less comfortable with choice.  Working on themes from other cultures links with 
other subject areas (Indian Art and RE) offers great choice of approach.   
 
Graphic design techniques using felt pen and mixed media are combined with perspective theory and 
illustration.  Knowledge of a range of landscape painters builds on perspective theory as the theme of the 
end of year test.  An exploration of the personal interests of a student is linked to photographic assignments.  
These form the basis of three dimensional design outcomes using scrap materials and mixed media and offer 
opportunities to think about ways of showing a concept of ‘the self ‘ without being literal. 
 
In Year 9, students learn Kepes’ ‘Language of Vision’ and theories of the emotion of colour used in Art and 
Design.  They develop their own project which may include photographic outcomes, story boards, stop 
motion animation or short films; where students have to work collaboratively.  These may be entered for the 
Lincolnshire Schools Film Awards (LAFTAS). 
 
Short graphic design projects relate to a greater awareness of the role of the designer and the world of work 
and commerce.  A comparison of early still life painters with early C20th artists enables students to gain 
greater insight into past preoccupations with religion and symbolism.  The ensuing practical work in still life 
builds skills prior to the Key Stage3 Exam. 
 
Students develop an idea from a set theme and have to produce evidence of research of other artists’ images 
and trial runs of their idea as a foretaste of GCSE.  
 
The final project is based on Critical and Contextual studies to develop skills of analysis of the visual image 
whether or not the student will continue with the study of Art at Key Stage 4 and gives an opportunity to 
work freely and at large scale. 
 



BIOLOGY 
 
Year 7 
 
 

 CELLS : What is life? The structure of Cells, Historical aspects of the discovery of cells, 
using a microscope, specialised cells, human body organs. 

 VARIATION & CLASSIFICATION:  Describing animal and plant characteristics, 
classifying fingerprints, classification of living things, investigating variation in people, 
looking for patterns, genetic and environmental causes of variation. 

 REPRODUCTION:  Reproductive cells and organs, patterns in reproduction, pregnancy 
and birth, puberty. 

 ECOLOGICAL RELATIONSHIPS:  Adaptations, food chains & webs, pyramids of 
numbers, human impact on the environment & endangered species, biomagnification, 
sampling techniques, investigating animal behaviour.                                                                                
(This topic incorporates the YEAR 7 ECOLOGY FIELD TRIP TO WHISBY NATURE 
PARK.) 

 
Year 8 
 
 

 ECOLOGICAL RELATIONSHIPS is completed. 
 DIET & DIGESTION:  The structure and function of the digestive system, a balanced diet, 

enzyme activity, food tests. 
 MICROBES:  Different types of microbes, growing microbes safely, preventing disease 

spread, immunity, historical aspects of disease transmission & prevention. 
 Incorporating 6 sessions of “License to Cook” – students will receive tuition in basic 

cookery and hygiene skills over the course of Year 8. 
 
Year 9 
 

 POWER TO THE MACHINE:  fitness and health, respiration & lung function, effects of 
smoking, muscles, joints & movement, heart & circulation. 

 PHOTOSYNTHESIS CIRCUS:  Covering the basic requirements for photosynthesis, 
minerals required by plants, root structure, adaptations of leaves, historical aspects of 
photosynthesis, limiting factors. 

 GCSE Biology – The first half of Unit B1 (of 6) will be completed in the summer term of 
Year 9. 



CHEMISTRY 
 
Approach to the new National Curriculum: 
 
All attainment targets are covered and additional content extends the work at KS3.  The level 
descriptors are used to set pupil levels of attainment at KS3.  GCSE work begins in the second term 
of Y9. 
 
Year 7 
 
Topic 1: Laboratory Matters 
Use of the Bunsen burner, laboratory rules and safety symbols, importance of accurate 
measurements. 
 
Topic 2: Water 
Separation of mixtures by fractional distillation, filtration, decantation, chromatography, the water 
cycle water provision and sewage disposal. 
 
Topic 3: Acids and Alkalis 
The pH scale, examples of acids and alkali, preparation of an indicator from beetroot.  
 
Topic 4: Chemical Reactions 
Heating chemicals, investigating oxidation and reduction, weight loss and gain in chemical change 
disproving the Phlogiston theory. 
 
Year 8 
 
Topic 5: Burning, breathing, rusting 
Further burning experiments, action of oxygen, respiration and conditions required for rusting and 
its prevention. 
 
Topic 6: Elements, Mixtures, Compounds 
Definitions of element, mixture and compound, differences between all three.  
 
Topic 7: Rocks and Minerals 
Three rock types, plate tectonics, formation of earthquakes and volcanoes the rock cycle. 
 
Topic 8: Metals and their reactions 
More reduction and oxidation the thermite reaction, reaction of metals with water, acids, air and 
displacement reactions. 
 
Topic 9: Particles 
Diffusion, dissolving, solubility curves, solution solute and solvent. 
 
Year 9 
 
Salts  
The four main preparations of soluble salts and preparation of an insoluble salt all by experiment, 
salt solubility rules. 
 
GCSE Gateway Chemistry C1 Carbon Chemistry 
Fractional distillation, cracking, polymers, cooking, esters, paints. 



COMPUTING 
 
 

 
Approach to the new National Curriculum: 
 
The Computing Department is following the new National Curriculum closely.  The only exception is the 
omission of Circuit Design as this is not taught at GCSE level either. 
 
Year 7 
 
The focus in Year 7 is on the development of software skills so that students can use various applications 
with skill and confidence.  By being digitally literate, students will be able to complete a number of IT 
related tasks in a wide range of subjects. 
 
Students will learn how to create and manage their folders and files effectively, learn how to communicate 
with others using email and how to access resources on the VLE.  They will then move on to learning how to 
make balanced and consistent presentations fit for purpose, how to collect and interpret data using 
spreadsheet software as well as learning how to create a simple website. 
 
The year ends with students learning how to develop programs using Scratch, which lays the foundations for 
the programming elements of the Year 8 and Year 9 programmes of study. 
 
Year 8 
 
Year 8 is a definite shift towards Computer Science where students are taught some fundamental concepts 
such as Algorithm Design.  Year 8 also introduces students to the concept of writing code (using Small 
Basic) with particular focus on sequence and selection. 
 
Students will have the opportunity to understand how HTML and CSS work together to create websites in 
addition to using spreadsheet software to create computer models that can forecast financial outcomes. 
 
The year culminates with a final project where students make use of their skills to solve a given problem.  
 
Year 9 
 
The final year allows students to consolidate their understanding of sequence and selection as well as 
learning how to use iteration in programmed solutions.  Greenfoot software will be used as the primary 
package for teaching programming. 
 
Time is also spent learning more Computer Science concepts such as Numbering Systems, Input and Output 
Devices and Database Design. 
 
By the end of the year, all students should have an excellent platform with which to tackle Computer Science 
at GCSE level should they choose the subject. 
 



DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
Approach to the new National Curriculum: 
 
It was evident from our initial review of the Design & Technology Programmes of Study for the New 
National Curriculum that we already meet the vast majority of these recommendations.  Over the next twelve 
months we aim to identify those specific areas where differences exist, and, where appropriate make the 
changes necessary with a view to fully adopting all aspects of the NC Programme by September 2015.   
 
Food is not a material area with D&T at CGS but students will experience a ‘Learn to Cook’ series of lessons 
outside of the D&T department, during Year 8. 
 
Year 7 
 
Year 7 students study Design & Technology for four periods each week (2hrs 20mins).  They study a broad 
range of material and technical areas including Structures, CADCAM (2D), Electronics, Woods and Plastics.  
They experience a number of design based challenges, some very focussed whilst others provide more 
freedom and therefore risk.  We also aim to develop their communication skills with a particular emphasis on 
graphic communication techniques. 
 
Year 8 
 
In Year 8, students experience Design & Technology for two periods (1hr 10mins) a week building on the 
foundation of experiences gained during Year 7.  We introduce new material areas including working with 
hardwoods and metals whilst further developing their knowledge, experience and confidence of working 
with CADCAM including the use of 3D CAD software.  An electronics project develops students’ awareness 
and practical application of writing computer programmes which can react to input sensors when controlling 
output components. 
 
Year 9 
 
Year 9 students enjoy a series of design based work which challenges their abilities to identify the key design 
issues of a given situation and take appropriate risks in the pursuit of successful outcomes.  They learn to 
work in teams for a batch production exercise, further develop their confidence of working with 3D CAD 
and investigate the issues involved with solar power.  They study Design & Technology for two lessons (1hr 
10mins.) a week.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ENGLISH 
 
 

Competence, Creativity, Cultural, Critical, Challenge 
 

Approach to the new National Curriculum: 
 
The overarching aim for English in the National Curriculum is to promote high standards of literacy by equipping pupils with a 
strong command of the written and spoken word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment.  
The English Department aims to ensure that all pupils: read easily, fluently and with good understanding; develop the habit of 
reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information; acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and 
knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language; appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage; 
write clearly, accurately, coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts; use discussion in order to 
learn, elaborate and explain; are competent in the arts of speaking and listening.       
 
Year 7 
 
Following an induction unit consisting of baseline tests in Reading, Writing and Spelling, students then undertake five project-
based activities that lead to formal (termly) assessment in specific focus areas: 
explain/describe/narrate;imagine/explore/entertain;analyse/review/comment;persuade,argue, advise.  Under the thematic 
headings: ‘Magic, Mystery, Danger’, ‘Heroes and Legends’, ‘The Art of Rhetoric’, ‘English in the Workplace’ and ‘All the 
World’s a Stage’, students study a range of whole prose, poetry and drama texts from the Anglo Saxon period to the present day, 
including Shakespeare. Students also prepare for, and participate in, the annual Public Speaking Competition and a ‘New Product 
Design’ marketing scheme.   
 
The End of Year examinations test Reading, Writing and Spelling ‘assessment focus’ areas covered in each topic.       
 
Year 8 
 
Spelling ages and learning styles are reassessed, after which students undertake four project-based activities that lead to formal 
(termly) assessment in specific focus areas:  
explain/describe/narrate;imagine/explore/entertain;analyse/review/comment;persuade,argue, advise. Under the  headings: ‘19th 
Century Fiction’, ‘The Art of Rhetoric’, ‘Poetry from Other Cultures and Traditions’ and ‘All the World’s a Stage’, students study 
a range of whole prose, poetry and drama texts from the Victorian era period to the present day, including twentieth century 
playwrights such as Willy Russell. Students also prepare for, and participate in, the annual Public Speaking Competition.   
 
The End of Year examinations test Reading, Writing and Spelling ‘assessment focus’ areas covered in each topic.       
 
Year 9 
 
In Year 9, students begin initial preparation for their GCSE studies but under the same assessment focus areas as established in 
Years 7&8 above.  Students will explore classic and seminal prose, poetry and drama texts from Shakespeare to the present day, 
together with ‘quality’ non-fiction extracts from biographies, autobiographies journals and letters. 
 
The End of Year examinations will be tailored specifically to the new-style GCSE Language and Literature courses.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FRENCH 
 
Approach to the new National Curriculum: 
 
At CGS we will be following the new NC, which in reality is not a huge change from our teaching of French 
at present at KS3. The main two changes for us at CGS at KS3 are: translation in and out of French and 
introducing simple literary and poetic texts into the curriculum 
 
Year 7 
 
We start in September with the basics and rapidly build up pupils’ (prior) knowledge and understanding of 
the language. Increasing confidence and competence in the spoken language is a particular priority, so 
students are encouraged to use French as much as possible in lessons and with the language guest, who will 
be timetabled with each class at least once a fortnight.  
 
In class, we shall be using electronic resources as well as more traditional teaching methods and all pupils 
will be given a personal login to Doddlelearn, an interactive website, which they will use for learning, 
practice and on occasions, homework. Grammar also forms an integral part of language learning at CGS: we 
start with the present tense, use of prepositions, adjective and agreements finishing on the near future.  The 
topics covered will include: introducing yourself, talking about friends and family, your school, where you 
live and your hobbies. 
 
Year 8 
 
This year at CGS, some pupils will opt to learn French ab initio and although they have one period less per 
week than pupils in Year 7, Year 8 will follow the same programme of study as in Year 7 
 
Year 9 
 
Pupils continue to develop their skills in listening, reading, writing and speaking and build up on their prior 
learning from Year 8.  They really begin to develop their understanding of grammar and especially tenses 
and we expect them to know at least four of them by the end of the KS, ready to embark on the GCSE 
course, if they so wish.  The topics covered in Year 9 include: health, past holidays and events, future plans, 
media and the French-speaking world as well as revisiting topics for Year 8, but using different time frames. 
 



 

Geography  
 

Approach to the New National Curriculum 
 
Our Programme of Study meets the requirements of the New Geography National Curriculum (2014).  This 
document places greater emphasis on knowledge of locations, concepts and processes, however our teaching 
has always exceeded the requirements of the National Curriculum in this respect.  We will cover more 
physical Geography topics notably rocks, glaciation and the geological timescale which were not features of 
our old Programme of Study at Key Stage 3.  We will also teach an African and an Asian case study to meet 
the requirements of the 2014 document.  The changes to our POS will begin with Year 7 in 2014-15 and end 
with changes to Year 9 in 2016-17. 

 
Year 7 
 
Unit 1 –Geography and my home environment– What is Geography?  Our Home Planet, Mapping 
Connections, Atlas Work, Mental Mapping and Map Skills.   
Unit 2 – Exploring Britain- The British Isles Physical and Human Landscape including Population and 
Settlement. 
Unit 3 – Our Physical Environment – The Weather and Climate of the UK, Weathering and Erosion, 
Rivers and Glaciers - their Processes and Landforms. 
Unit 4 – A contrasting Environment – The Continent of Africa, Its Human and Physical Geography. 
 
Year 8  
 
Unit 1- Exploring Europe – Europe Physical and Human Features, the variations in Climate and the EU. 
Unit 2 – Rivers- River Systems, Floods and Flood Management. 
Unit 3 – Ecosystems under threat – Savanna and Tropical Rainforest Ecosystems. Desertification and 
Global Warming. 
Unit 4- The Geography of Crime – Types of Crime, Patterns of Crime, Managing Crime. 
Unit 5- Coasts – Coastal Process and Landforms, Human uses of the Coastline and Coastal Management. 
 
Year 9  
 
Unit1-Exploring the World- Physical and Human Features. 
Unit 2-One World– Needs and Wants. Measuring Development/ Patterns of Development. 
Unit 3- Recreation and Tourism – Growth of Tourism, National Parks and the Impact of International 
Tourism. 
Unit 4- Globalisation – Meaning and effects. The role of TNCs. Advantages and Disadvantages. 
Unit 5 -Tectonics processes – Earthquakes and Volcanoes – Causes, Effects and Management. 

 

 



GERMAN 
 
At Caistor Grammar School, German at Key Stage Three (Years 7 to 9) focuses on developing a high 
level of linguistic competence in the key skills of speaking, writing, reading and listening.  Competence in 
these skills requires a strong foundation of grammatical knowledge and a wide vocabulary.  Learning 
German, like any language, is a long-term process which relies on steady acquisition of grammar and 
vocabulary as well as regular consolidation and practice of previously learnt skills.  To help them track 
and review their own progress, at the beginning of each year, pupils will receive a progress log book so 
that they can see what they are required to know in the way of grammar and vocabulary by the end of the 
year and what they need to be reviewing and practising throughout the year.  Independent learning is 
encouraged through use of our German library, where there is a multitude of films and books to borrow.   
 
Year 7 
 
At this early stage of learning German, pupils will be provided with structured frameworks to help them 
develop their speaking and writing skills.  They will learn how to talk and write about and express their 
opinions on the topics of families, schools, home and local area and leisure activities.  They will also be 
introduced to aspects of German culture in a topic on festivals and they will cover a module on the states 
and cities of Germany.  Throughout the year pupils will be introduced to the key grammatical concepts 
and important language structures.  By the end of the year they will be familiar with genders of nouns, the 
fundamentals of the German case system, present tense verbs and the basics of German word order.  
Pupils will be able to understand short texts (including letters and short articles) on the topics they have 
covered.  
 
Year 8 
 
Pupils will consolidate and build on the basics of the language they acquired in Year 7.  They will practise 
and become familiar in greater depth with the German case system and, by the end of the year, they will 
be able to use the past and future tense.  They will become increasingly confident in spoken German and 
through regular practice in class, they will be able to talk and write at greater length about such topic areas 
as holiday activities, media, popular culture, TV, music and cinema and sport and health.  They will also 
cover a cultural topic on German fairy tales and legends, which will be taught in German. As in Year 7, 
emphasis will be placed on use of the target language at all times so as to increase the pupils’ confidence. 
 
Year 9 
 
In Year 9. pupils will become increasingly independent and able to respond orally to questions, ask 
questions and engage in conversation more spontaneously and at greater length.  In writing, they will be 
able to write prose with a greater degree of independence – letters, short stories and article-length pieces – 
using a wide range of grammar and vocabulary.  Pupils will be confident in using a broad range of tenses 
(including conditional) and will be able to use complex sentence structures such as subordinate and 
relative clauses with a high level of accuracy.  As their linguistic competence will be at a more advanced 
level, they will cover a range of cultural topics on German film, music, the history of the Berlin Wall and 
also be introduced to German literature.  

 
 



HISTORY  
 

The History curriculum at KS3 broadly follows the new National Curriculum in History and fully supports its aim to inspire 
students and to provide a high quality education that will give them a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and 
that of the wider world.  Students will learn about historical concepts such as causation, diversity, connections, significance, 
enquiry, trends and interpretations, and they will be encouraged to develop their skills in source analysis.  They will develop their 
ability to craft arguments that are logical, structured and well-supported.  The British history element will be taught 
chronologically throughout Key Stage 3, though some of the additional topics will be taught at a time which is most appropriate 
for making thematic comparisons. 
 
In Year 7, students will study an introductory unit on how a historian works.  They will then cover the following historical 
enquiries: 
 

 Why did a Norman conquer England in 1066? 
 What can we learn about the power of medieval kings from the problems they faced and the ways they dealt with them? 
 Does John deserve his reputation as ‘Bad King John’? 
 Can we generalise about people’s lives in medieval England? 
 How historically significant was the Black Death? 
 Why did the Church dominate life in medieval England? 
 What were the main developments in castle construction during the medieval period? 
 “A period of great change”. How accurate is this description of the medieval period? 
 Is the story of Romulus and Remus of any value to a historian? 
 Why did the Romans establish such an extensive Empire? 
 How far was Julius Caesar responsible for the fall of the Roman Republic? 
 How civilised were the Romans? 
 How did the Romans control their Empire? 
 How did the Romans affect Britain? 
 What legacy did the Romans leave us? 

 
In Year 8, students will cover the following enquiries: 
 

 How diverse was Tudor society? 
 How and why did the English Church change from 1530 to 1603? 
 How significant was the reign of Lady Jane Grey? 
 How effectively did Elizabeth I tackle the problems of her reign? 
 Why did the Civil War break out in 1642? 
 Why does Oliver Cromwell have such a mixed reputation? 
 Did the power of monarchs decline in the Restoration period? 
 Why was the middle passage so inhumane? 
 Pupil-led enquiry on slave life. 
 Why didn’t more slaves rebel? 
 Why was slavery abolished in the British Empire in 1833? 
 How should we remember the Slave Trade? 

 
In Year 9, students will cover the following enquiries: 
 

 How significant were the changes which took place in Britain from 1750 to 1900? 
 What was revolutionary about the Industrial Revolution? 
 How horrific was the nineteenth century? 
 Did the Victorians care about the lives of the poor in the nineteenth century? 
 Was Britain a more democratic country in 1918 than in 1800? 
 How should we remember the British Empire? 
 Who should be blamed for the First World War? 
 How difficult was it for Britain and the Allies to win the First World War? 
 Why is the Treaty of Versailles so controversial? 
 Why did a Second World War break out only twenty years after the First World War? 
 How did the Second World War affect the lives of British civilians? 
 Should schools teach about the Holocaust? 
 How successful has the United Nations been in resolving conflicts since 1945? 

 



LATIN 
 
 

Approach to the new National Curriculum 
 
There are currently no changes to the curriculum. 
 
 
Year 7 
 
Latin is not taught in Year 7 but students will have the option to choose either Latin or a second modern 
language in Year 8. 
 
Year 8 
 
We follow the Cambridge Latin course stages 1 – 16.  
 
Stages 1 – 12 follow the lives of a family in Pompeii and we study aspects of daily life to include housing, 
entertainment, banks and slavery.   
 
Stages 13-16 are set in Roman Britain. 
 
The linguistic element of the course covers nouns, verbs and adjectives with a focus on how word order is 
different to English.  Students gain an understanding of an inflected language, where word endings change to 
express person and tense. 
 
Year 9 
 
In Year 9, the course examines the impact the Romans had on their Empire, especially Roman Britain and 
Alexandria.  Grammatically, all the different jobs that a noun does in a sentence are covered, as well as six 
basic tenses and verbs.  Students also begin to gain an understanding of participles and the subjunctive mood.  
Familiarity with the components of a language should help students to be more confident with English, and 
develop skills and problem-solving. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MATHS 
 
Year 7 
 
In Year 7, students will consolidate their skills learnt in Primary school, but also learn to solve 
equations and manipulate algebraic expressions, analyse sequences, and calculate areas, perimeters 
and volumes of shapes.  They learn how to make accurate mathematical drawings, and to transform 
shapes.  They also study how mathematics affects the world around us and links with other subjects, 
through projects such as ‘Is it a fair world?’ and ‘Can maths be beautiful?’  There is a full program of 
enrichment, leading to all students entering the Junior Mathematics Challenge. 
 
Year 8 
 
In Year 8, the students begin to develop their algebra further, discover Pythagoras’ theorem, and take 
part in an exciting hands-on project called ‘Dissecting a cube’, in which they learn about isometric 
drawing, calculating lengths, areas and volumes, and the properties of 3D shapes.  All Year 8 
students take part in a maths/orienteering trip to Willingham Woods, after spending time studying 
map scales and bearings in the classroom.  Other topics studied are sequences, straight line graphs, 
statistics and probability. 
 
Year 9 
 
In Year 9, students learn how to solve simultaneous equations formally, and to manipulate quadratic 
expressions.  They learn to calculate lengths and angles in right angled triangles using trigonometry, 
and extend their knowledge of straight line graphs, beginning to learn about curved graphs and their 
properties.  They study geometrical constructions, loci and the concepts of similarity and congruence 
and formalise their understanding of geometric proof. 
 
Throughout years 7, 8 and 9 we continue to practice and develop students’ numeracy and algebraic 
skills through regular practice in lessons and homework tasks, ensuring that students become 
mathematically fluent and can confidently apply their skills to solve unfamiliar problems.  
 
Approach to the new National Curriculum: 
 
Our schemes of work in Years 7, 8 and 9 cover all of the National Curriculum, but more besides. 
Where possible, we incorporate projects that develop their experience of using mathematics, and 
make them more able to apply mathematics in other subjects and in their lives outside school, and to 
foster enjoyment of the subject.  We use UK Maths Trust resources to stretch our most able students 
beyond the confines of the curriculum, and our students have the opportunity to take part in 
numerous maths competitions. 
 



MUSIC 
 
Approach to the new National Curriculum: 
 
The Music Department will follow the guidelines for the new National Curriculum as a basis, but will aim to develop and 
enrich the curriculum skills far beyond this. 

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, 
including the works of the great composers and musicians 

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the 
opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to 
the next level of musical excellence  

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the interrelated 
dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations  

 
Pupils will build on their previous knowledge and skills through performing, composing and listening. They will develop 
their vocal and/or instrumental fluency, accuracy and expressiveness, and understand musical structures, styles, genres 
and traditions, identifying the expressive use of musical dimensions. They will listen with increasing discrimination and 
awareness to inform their practice as musicians.  They will also use technologies appropriately and appreciate and 
understand a wide range of musical contexts and styles. 
 
Year 7 
Elements of music 
Pitch 

 Treble Clef notation including one ledger line (more for HA) 
 Intervals – harmonic and melodic 
 Tones & Semitones 
 Major Scales 
 Pentatonic Scales 
 Natural Minor Scale 
 Key signatures with one sharp or flat (more for advanced musicians) 
 Sight singing pitch shapes using relative solfa and note names 

  
Pulse, Rhythm, Metre, Tempo 

 Keeping a pulse 
 Semibreves, minims, crotchets, quavers, semiquavers, dotted notes 
 Simple time signatures – identifying, playing in, adding bar lines, adding notes and rests 
 Comparison of tempi – choosing suitable speeds for composition 
 Dictating rhythms 
 Choosing suitable tempi for performances 
 Keeping in time with others 

 
Dynamics 

 Dynamics words 
 Choosing appropriate dynamics for composition 
 Subtle and dramatic changes of dynamics in compositions 

 
Timbre 

 Identifying instruments aurally and visually  
 Identifying different techniques on particular instruments – arco, pizzicato, muted brass etc. 
 Choosing suitable timbres for composition – electronic keyboard, tuned percussion, own instruments.  

Melody 
 Playing melodies on the keyboard  
 Writing simple melodic phrases 
 Improvising using specific notes 
 Singing melodic shapes 
 Dictating melodies/ melodic shapes in free time.  

 
 



Harmony 
 Using left hand when playing keyboard – casio chords & FFC for more advanced students.  
 Singing in harmony – rounds, and simple part songs.  

 
Tonality 

 Identifying major and minor tonalities 
 Major and minor chords 
 Playing music in major and minor keys 
 Relative major/ minor (limited to C major and A minor unless advanced musicians).  

 
Structure 

 Phrases in songs 
 Verses and choruses 
 Structure related to creative composition scenario 
 Introductions 
 Endings  
 Sections 
 
Autumn Term  
Elements of Music 
Improving Singing 
Basic Keyboard Skills 
Treble Clef Notation 
Rhythmic Notation 
Christmas Performances 
 
Spring Term 
Creative composition 
Focus on elements of music and how they are used in composition 
Listening to a wide variety of music for inspiration 
Describing music with appropriate vocabulary 
Graphic Scores 
 
Summer Term 
Focus on keyboard skills and arrangements  
Folk songs sung and played – differentiated for HA students 
Scales – major, minor, pentatonic  
Using chords to provide harmonic backing 
Choosing chords or bass notes 

 
Year 8 

 Students will continue to develop performance, theoretical, aural, composing and listening skills. 
 Students will learn to read, follow and compose scores and use the Sibelius notation programme. 
 Theory will be studied to Grade 2.  Higher Ability students will study the theory of music at the appropriate 

grade  from 2-8 
 Different styles of music will be studied including The Blues and Ragtime. Students will perform music in these 

styles, analyse the musical features and elements and explore the social/ historical context of each style. 
 Simple time signatures will be studied including:   2 3 4, 2,2,2, 

the grouping of notes and rests within these times will be studied. 
 Triplets, and triplet note groups with rests. Questions will include the composition of simple four bar rhythms 

starting on the first beat of the bar and using a given opening. 
 Dotted notes and rests and the sub-division of crotchets. 
 Note reading will include the extension of the stave to include two/ three ledger lines below and above each 

stave and the introduction of the Bass Clef. 
 Construction of the minor scale : harmonic and melodic.  Scales and key signatures of the major keys of A, Bb 

and Eb, and the minor keys of A, E and D, with their tonic triads (root position), degrees, and intervals above 
the tonic. (more for advanced musicians) 

 Improvisation and chord analysis. 
 Terms and signs in common use. 

 
 
 



Autumn Term  
 
       Elements of Music – Rhythm, Metre and Pulse 

Continued Keyboard Skills – solo Performance 
Bass Clef Notation 
Rhythmic Notation/ Dictation 
Score Writing 
Rhythmic composition 
Use of Technology – Sibelius Software 
Ensemble performance 
Christmas Performances- Improving Singing 
 
Spring Term 
 
The Blues 
 
Focus on the stylistic features and how they are used in composition 
Creative Composition using Blues Techniques 
Continued study and performance of chords and their inversions. 
Performance using improvisation and the Blues Scale  
Ensemble performance 
Listening to a wide variety of music in the given style. 
The social and historical aspects of the Blues 
Blues project. 
Structure 
Easter Performance - Improving Singing 
 
Summer Term 
 
Ragtime 
Focus on keyboard skills and arrangements of ragtime music 
Focus on the stylistic features of ragtime and how they are used in composition 
Study syncopation and chromatic scales 
Composing in a popular style. 
Structure 
Listening to a wide variety of music in the given style including Aural analysis. 
The social and historical aspects of Ragtime 
Homework will be based on a project. 
World Music 
Summer Performance - Improving Singing 

 
Year 9 

 In Year 9, students will compose in a variety of styles influenced by different periods of music ; Baroque, 
classical and 20th Century.  

 Students will continue to develop skills on Sibelius and Cubase will be introduced 
 The theory of music will studied to Grade 3.  Higher Ability students will study the theory of music at the 

appropriate grade from 3-8.  This will be incorporated in all topics. 
 Students will study famous composers and their music from the 16oo’s to the present day. 
 Students will continue to analyse and discuss the musical	features	in	a	wider	variety	of	repertoire.	
 Different	genres	of	classical	music	will	be	studied	–	sonata,	concerto,	opera,	Chamber	music.	
 Students	will	continue	to	improve	keyboard	and	vocal	skills	by	performing	a	variety	of	pieces.	
 Aural	skill	will	continue	to	be	developed.	

 
Theory 

 Compound time signatures of:  6  9   12, 8, 8,  8  
               and the grouping of notes and rests within these times. 

 The demisemiquaver (32nd note) and its equivalent rest. 2 Extension of the stave beyond two ledger lines.  
 The transposition of a simple melody from the treble clef to the bass clef, or vice versa, at the octave. 
 Scales and key signatures of all major and minor keys up to and including four sharps and flats, including	both	

harmonic	and	melodic	forms	of	minor	scales,	with	their	tonic		triads	and		intervals	above	the	tonic	
(number	and	type).	
	



 The pentatonic scale will be used for composition. 
 More terms and signs.  

 
Autumn Term 

 Aleatoric composition – the random element in 20th century music. 
 Pentatonic scales 
 Study of composers and styles – listening to and recognising musical features. 
 GroundBass – an analysis 
 Using Major/ minor chords to compose 
 Composing melodies 
 Structure continued 
 Contrapuntal and harmonic textures. 
 Autumn Performance - Improving Singing 
 

Spring Term 
 Groundbass composition  
 Use of Sibelius and Cubase 
 Study of composers and styles 
 Using Chords to compose melodies 
 Developing and changing melodies in composition 
 More terms and signs.  
 Spring performance- Improving Singing 

 
Summer Term 
 

 Popular Music of the 20th Century – composing and performing songs 
 Setting words to music 
 Song structures 
 Study of composers and styles – listening to and recognising musical features. 
 Keyboard skills – solo and ensemble performance. 
 Summer Performance- Improving Singing 

 
 
 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 
In Key Stage 3, we follow a diverse and balanced curriculum that looks to challenge and engage students 
within Physical Education and build on physical development learnt in Key Stages 1 and 2.  Our aim is to 
motivate and enthuse students through varying activities that use cognitive skills as well as large motor 
muscle groups.  At Caistor Grammar School our students are encouraged to be active and lead healthy 
lifestyles.  The Physical Education curriculum is designed to embrace this philosophy and include fitness 
components into lessons.  
 
In Year 7 and 8 we cover the following units of work: Football, Netball, Basketball, Fitness, Rugby, 
Gymnastics, Outdoor Adventurous Activities, Table Tennis, Athletics, Striking and Fielding, Tennis, UR 
Leaders, Dance, Hockey and Rounders.  
 
In Year 9 we cover the following units of work: Football, Netball, Basketball, Fitness, Gymnastics, Outdoor 
Adventurous Activities, Xtreme Golf, Table Tennis, Athletics, Striking and Fielding, Tennis, UR Leaders, 
Dance, Hockey and Rounders.  
 
In Physical Education students are taught to: 
 
 Use a range of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in competition through team and 

individual games. 
 Develop techniques and improve their performances in other competitive sports such as athletics and 

gymnastics. 
 Perform dances using advanced movement patterns. 
 Take part in outdoor and adventurous activities which present mental and physical challenges and be 

encouraged to work in a team, building on trust and developing skills to solve problems. 
 Compare their performances with previous ones to achieve their personal best. 
 Take part in competitive sport outside of school through community links and sports clubs. 

 
Students are assessed throughout Key Stage in three 'new' assessment areas that focus on core skills within 
each of the activities that they are participating in.  The Physical Education Department have selected the two 
most appropriate assessment areas for each activity.  These assessment foci are: 
 
AA1- Developing skills and techniques. 
AA2- Developing Knowledge and Understanding. 
AA3- Contribution in Performance. 
 
These assessment areas are created around levels that range from 2 to 10 and we expect students in Key Stage 
3 to achieve between level 2-7.  
 
Students are assessed formatively in lessons by their teachers and also at the end of each unit of work to form 
a summative level for our students.  This summative judgement is in 2 of the 3 above assessment areas and 
recorded to generate a personal tracker for each individual.  At the end of each year all of the summative 
levels are used to create an average attainment that helps to track the progress of our students in Physical 
Education.  
 



PHYSICS 
 
Approach to the new National Curriculum: 
 
All attainment targets are covered and additional content extends the work at KS3.  
The level descriptors are used to set pupil levels of attainment at KS3.  
GCSE work begins in the second term of Y9. 
 
Year 7 
 
Topic 1: Energy:   
Types and sources of energy, energy conversions, fuels and alternative energy resources. Investigations into 
different energy types and transfers. 
Topic 2: Earth in space: 
Structure, scale and order of the Solar System, motion of the Earth to create days, years and seasons, solar and 
lunar eclipses, phases of the moon.  
Topic 3: Forces: 
Identification and investigation of different forces, constructing a forcemeter, drawing force diagrams, relating 
balanced and unbalanced forces to Newton’s laws of motion.  
Topic 4: Sound: 
Sound as a longitudinal wave, frequency and amplitude of sound waves, transmission of sound through 
different states of matter, the ear and noise pollution. 
 
Year 8 
 
Topic 5: Light: 
Light as a transverse wave, shadow formation, investigating reflection, refraction,  dispersion and the 
formation of the visible spectrum of light, coloured light and coloured filters, the eye. 
Topic 6: Heat transfer: 
Definitions of temperature and heat, investigations into the process of heat transfer including conduction, 
convection, radiation and insulation. Relating the processes of heat transfer to real-life phenomena such as 
coastal breezes and insulating the home.  
Topic 7: Electricity: 
Definitions of current, voltage and resistance, drawing circuit diagrams using symbols, investigating and 
explaining rules for current and voltage in series and parallel circuits. 
Topic 8: Gravity and space: 
Consolidation of the Year 7: ‘Earth in space’ topic, satellites, explaining orbits and investigating the 
relationship between gravity, mass and weight. 
 
Year 9 
 
Topic 9: Forces and motion: 
Consolidation of the Year 7: ‘forces’ topic, distance-time and velocity-time graphs, speed, acceleration and 
pressure calculations, investigating the principle of moments and relating it to real life phenomena such as 
tower cranes (including moments calculations). 
Topic 10: Electromagnetism: 
Investigating the force of magnetism, constructing an electromagnet and investigating factors that affect its 
strength, explaining the science behind electromagnetism and relating electromagnets to a variety of uses 
including relay switches and circuit breakers. 
GCSE Gateway Physics P1 Energy for the home: 
Consolidations of the year 8, heat transfer topic, specific heat capacity, latent heat, changes of state, energy 
and efficiency, sankey diagrams, transverse and longitudinal waves, the wave equation and the 
electromagnetic spectrum. 
 
 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
Approach to the new National Curriculum: 
 
In RE, there is no defined set National Curriculum to follow at present, so here at CGS we follow the 
Lincolnshire Agreed syllabus for RE.   
 
Year 7 
 
In Year 7, pupils start by studying a topic on signs and symbols in the six major world religions.  Here 
they look at why it is important to use signs and symbols in everyday life alongside looking at what is 
important in each of the world religions – such as The Five Pillars of Islam, The 5Ks in Sikhism and 
how we can learn not only about these things but how we can learn from them. 
 
We then move onto a topic about what is sacred in Judaism, followed by “How did the world begin?” 
, where we study a variety of stories and myths about creation, whilst also touching upon The Big 
Bang and Evolution. 
 
In the summer term, we study a unit on Pilgrimage in preparation for our trip to Walsingham. 
 
Finally, we study a topic on Key figures, both religious and more contemporary key figures in the 
world today. 
 
Year 8 
 
In Year 8, pupils study a unit of work on “What is sacred to Christianity”.  Here they look at Jesus as 
both a historical figure as well as looking at what he did.  Students will study some of the miracles 
and parables of Jesus and look at what they mean to Christians today. 
 
We then move onto a unit about “The community – where do I belong?” Here students look at both 
the religions of Sikhism and Islam and will carry out a research project on Muslims and Sikhs living 
in the UK. 
 
This is then followed by a unit of work on Hinduism looking at Hindu beliefs and practices.   
 
During the summer term, students will carry out an independent piece of work on a place of worship 
of their choice.  The aim of this is to look at the importance of this building within the community, 
how it is used and how it has changed over the last 100 years – if at all. 
 
Year 9 
 
In Year 9, students start the year with a unit of work on “Rites of passage”.  Here they will look at the 
importance of “Rites” in various religions and will study all the basic rites of birth, initiation, 
marriage and death. 
 
We then start to study “The Holocaust” in preparation for our annual trip to Beth Shalom, the 
Holocaust centre in Laxton, near Newark.  We also look at the Diary of Anne Frank as a case study of 
a family who were directly involved in the Holocaust. 
 
Students then study a unit of work on The Environment, specifically looking at Buddhism and what 
their beliefs are surrounding animal rights and the environment. 
 
After Easter we start our GCSE course.  The first unit we study is “Religion, Poverty and Wealth. 

 


